James H . Lesar 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
918 F STREET. N.W, , ROOM 509 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20004 


Telephone (202) 393-1921 


September 14 , 1995 


Mr. Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, MD 20701 

Dear Harold: 


Your letter to me of September 8th begins with a misunder- 
standing. You state that September 25th was "the day before you 
said you would hold a press conference." I said no such thing. I 
did suggest to Gerry McKnight that if you were agreeable to having 
a press conference then, I would do so if Wrone could also be 
present. While waiting to hear from him about this, I called 
Wrone' s house late at night but reached his wife instead of him. 
After speaking with her, I realized that for Wrone to come to D.C. 
on August 25th would probably be just as prohibitively expensive as 
it would have been for him to have come in on August 8-10. By this 
time I was also faced with an immediate problem: I was becoming 

very panicky about my ability to finish a brief originally due some 
four months earlier in a FOIA lawsuit for Oliver North's Marine 
Corps records. I had asked the Court for a final extension of 
time, to August 10th, to file this brief. 

My plane was scheduled to leave Dulles at 8:30 a.m. on August 
11th. I came in to work early (for me) on August 10th, about 10:00 
a.m., having worked until 4:00 a.m the night before, so I could 
finish this brief and get a few hours sleep before I left for 
Singapore (not New Zealand, as your letter suggests) . I believed 
that any further request for extension of time might cause the 
Court to dismiss the case. Around 3:00 a.m. on August 11th, I 
thought I had finally finished the brief. However, in the process 
of proofing it I was stunned to learn that the very large segment 
I had written on Exeiaption 5 was not there, but only a very early 
draft which included only boilerplate citation to legal authorities 
with no discussion at all of the documents at issue or the govern- 
ment's legal arguments. After a few shocked moments of reflection, 
I realized that while working at home I had stored different drafts 
of my brief on two different diskettes and then brought the wrong 
diskette in to work. By now it was too late to return home and 
fetch the correct diskette (the roundtrip alone would take at least 
an hour, and May had arranged for a limousine service to pick us up 
at 5:30 a.m. to go to Dulles). Under the circumstances, I did the 
only thing I could do. I drafted a motion for yet another exten- 
sion of time, to and including August 25th, which was filed about 
3:45 a.m. I got home around 4:15, and got to bed about 4:30. At 
5:00 a.m.. May and Jennifer got me up for the trip to the airport. 
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Because of tension and tiredness, I had not been able to sleep at 
all. By the time I was able to get some sleep on the flight to 
L.A., more than 24 hours had elapsed since I had had any sleep at 
all. And I had had only about 5 in the past 48. I sure that I 
don't have to tell you that this is not good for a man who has 
diabetes, a disease very much affected by stress, and high blood 
pressure. 

I returned from Singapore on the evening of August 23rd, after 
a 26-hour flight from Singapore. Because of developments which 
occurred while I was in Singapore, when I returned I had urgent 
matters that had to be tended to in two other cases as well as the 
Oliver North brief before left the country again two days later. 
To give you an idea just how pressed I was, I filed my papers in 
these three different cases at 6:15 p.m. August 26th. 

My plane lefc Karional Airport at 8:10 p.m. I drove home at a very 
high rate of speed, arriving there at 6:35 p.m. I called the taxi 
company to take me to the subway. Unfortunately, I had taken my 
luggage to my office earlier in the day because I anticipated be- 
ing able to leave for the airport from there around 4:00 to 6:00 
p.m. Fortunately, the cab company came relatively quickly, so I 
was on the subway shortly after 7:00 p.m. I got to my office at 
7:30 p.m., and at 7:35 left the building, luggage in tow, where 
five minutes later I caught a taxi at the corner of 9th and F, 
which got me to the airport a couple of minutes before 8:00 p.m. 
The plane left promptly at 8:10 p.m. 

I recite these facts because I think you have absolutely no 
conception of how busy and hectic my life is. I am trying to cut 
down on my work load so I don't face these kinds of pressures in 
the future. I have succeeded in cutting my load of FOIA cases in 
active litigation from 35 to 25 in the past two years, and hope in 
the future to cut it much more. However, life has been compli- 
cated, inter alia . by nine laser surgery operations in the past 
year (the most recent was yesterday, and the reactivation of work 
in some old (7-8 years) and fairly complicated FOIA cases which had 
lain quiescent for some time. 

T am stini very busy, but things '-look a tad better now than 
they did during the spring and summer. The next two or three weeks 
are packed with briefs, but they can be spread out some, and by No- 
vember I may be in pretty good shape. 

Now, as to a press conference. I am willing to assist in a 
press conference, but I will feel very uneasy if no one participat- 
ing in the press conference has read Never Again. So far I have 
only had time to read the introductory comments on the subway. 
(For your praise of my FOIA work in those comments, I thank you 
very much.) When I was thinking of holding the conference during 
the first week of August, I was counting on Wrone to carry most of 
the burden because he at least has read the book and because I had 



absolutely no time at all to prepare for such a conference and 
would only feel comfortable making a very few general comments. 

I spoke with Wrone late last night, and he simply needs to 
have a date certain for the press conference. I assume, although 
I forgot to pin it down, that he will need at least 3 weeks advance 
notice in order to make the air rates affordable. 

My advice would be to schedule the press conference for 
October 20-22. There are two reasons for suggesting this date. 
First, it is probably only time, other than at the time of the 32nd 
anniversary that you are likely to get substantial news coverage. 
This is because the COPA convention will take place at the Omni 
Shoreham hotel that weekend, so the news media are likely to pay 
more attention to news conferences on this subject. Secondly, COPA 
will bring in to town Drs. Robertson and Aguilar, and either or 
both of them could be used to enhance media interest in your book. 
I spoke with Randy Robertson about this a couple of days ago, and 
he is willing. I haven't talked with Aguilar about it recently, 
but two or three months ago he told me he had been reading Never 
Again and would be willing to participate in a conference at the 
time of the COPA meeting. Wecht, of course, will also be here for 
the COPA conference, 

I have not checked with Chip Selby, but think it is likely 
that he could come at this time. 

If at this point you don't want set up a press conference or 
orefer some other date than the ones I have suggested, let me know. 
Because we have drastically different sleep schedules, the best 
time to reach me at my office is between 2:30 and 9:00 p.m. on 
Mondays; noon and 6:00 p.m. on Tuesdays; 2:30 to 6:00 p.m. Wednes- 
days and Fridays; and noon to 9:00 p.m. on Thursdays. Frequently, 
I am in the office from noon to 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays, but this is 
a habit I am trying to break. Anytime you don't reach me, you can 
always leave a message on my voice mail (office) or answering 
machine (home) . 

At the end of your letter you also ask for return of "all 
copies of what else I sent you" because "I do not want the nuts 
with whom you are associated to make any use of them." I assume 
that you are referring to the materials for use in a press con- 
ference that you sent me. I can't imagine that May or Jennifer 
would want to make any use of them, but if you want them returned, 
I will do so. 


Best regards. 



